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75 the Inhabitants of CLaPHAM, particularly 
to thoſe Gentlemen at whoſe Requeſt this 
Diſcourſe was made Publick. 


N drawing this Picture of Popery, which 
2 3x9 
I now venture in Compliance with your 


very reſpectful Deſire to ſend. you from 

55 115. 2 pres: Care has been taken to ad- 
vance nothing, which is not either de- 

fined by the Council of Trent, or notorious from 
impartial Hiſtory, or ſtill viſible in the Practice of 
Popery. But if this Compariſon is true, it muſt be 
high Time for us to awake out of that State of 
Indiffagggce to the multiplied Attempts of Popery, 
to ſpread and increaſe herſelf, which gives them their 
Succeſs, -=---- A Succeſs, which if we may credit di- 
verſe Witneſſes, is indeed alarming, and portentous. 
For if the Difference between Proteſtants and Pa- 
piſts is thoroughly conſidered, and truly ſtated, it 
will be found to ſtand in theſe moſt fundamental 
Points, whether the Pope, or the Lord jeſus 
Chriſt ſhall really reign over us: The Canons and 
— Councils, 


; 7 
Councils or his infallible Goſpel be our Teacher and 
give us our Creed,-------Whether we ſhall embrace 
a Religion which furniſhes many flattering Pretexts 
to ferve GOD deceitfully, and commands us to of- 
fer up Prayers to the Creature; or one which faith, 
Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy GOD with all thy 
Heart, and him oz/y ſhalt thou ſerve. By thus com- 
paring real Popery with Scripture Doctrine, we ſhall 
through the Grace of GOD, always plainly diſcern 


how infinitely ſhe marrs the Beauty of divine Reve- - 


lation. Though to be intirely free from the Leaven 
of Popery, we muſt do more than this, and be vi- 
gilant over our own Spirit; for if there had not 
been ſome innate Corruption in the Mind of Man, 
to which Popery was moſt favourable, it could not 
ſo early have appeared in the Chriſtian Church, nor 
have ſo ſoon got ſuch a dreadful Dominion over 
it. This ſame Corruption of Mind, ſheds its bane- 
ful Influence over many who bear the Name of Re- 
formed, and Proteſtants have often too much of the 
ſame Principles, out of which the Malignancy of 
Popery itſelf, has grown. Thus the ſame kindred 


Evil in the Heart, which in Italy and Spain, makes 


Men ſo eafily acquieſce in the abſurd Doctrine, of 
Purgatory, Prieſtly Abſolution, and the fancied Pro- 
pitiation of the Maſs, carries Engliſhmen into wild 
Notions, that though GOD has given Command- 


ments, he will not exact their Periormance, or that 
there 
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1 
there is ſuch a Sort of Mercy with him, as may be 
conſtrued into a Plenary Indulgence to all Iniquity. 
The ſame Idleneſs and Formality, which makes Pa- 
piſts reſt in running over Ave-Marics; and deliver 
in their Devotions by Tale to GOD, deludes a 
Multitude of Proteſtant Worſhippers, to count, con- 
ſtant going to Church, not the Means of Religion, 
but the Thing itſelf.------- And ſaying Prayers real 
Worſhip, though ſaid without Underſtanding or Spi- 
rit. And even the Hypocriſy of Popery, in pretend- 
ing Honour to Chriſt, whilſt ſhe ſets aſide the Per- 
fection and Glory of his Offices, finds too ſtrong a 
Parallel in the cuſtomary Believer of our own Church 
and Nation, who profeſſing that his whole Salvati- 
on, in the merritorious Cauſe of it, flows alone 
from the Sacrifice, Interceſſion, and Faithfulneſs of 
Chriſt, yet finds more Complacency in his Perſonal 
Virtues, than in the Glory of his Saviour, and re- 
joices more in his own diminutive Excellence above 
others, than in the adorable Word of GOD's Grace 
and Reconciliation. We muſt watch therefore the 
inward Workings of our Hearts, leaſt they inſenſibly 
betray us, into ſome of the defiling Errors of Po- 
pery, - and we find ourſelves before we could have 
thought it, too much allied in our Creed with Pa- 
5 

You will receive with Candour, I truſt, this Cau- 
tion, as it proceeds f.om- a Paſtoral Affection for 
you, 
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[iv 
you, and a Deſire to ſce you, fully poſſeſſed of all 
thoſe Advantages in Chriſtian Religion, our excellent 
Church doth fo liberally afford. May you and 
your Children enjoy, your happy Birth-right in the 
ampleſt Manner, as Proteſtants of Great-Britain. May 
they, through your Nurture and Admonition, receive 


the Chriſtian Faith, uncorrupted by vain Tradition, 
undefiled by = Mixture, and infinitely indear- 
ed by this Conſideration, that they ever beheld it, 


molt cordially received, and unfeignedly obeyed by 
you. In this Manner, may you do your Part, to ſe- 
cure to your lateſt Poſterity, the pure Goſpel of 
Chriſt, and to keep the Heart of the Eternal GOD 
too graciouſly inclined to this his long-loved Iſland, 
ever to give it up for its Sins, to the ſoreſt of all "Ex 
Judgments, even into the Hands of thoſe, who will 
turn our Liberty into Thraldom, our moſt rational 


Faith, into childiſh Superſtition, and the Scriptures 


of our GOD, into blaſphemous Fables, and dan- 
gerous Deceits. * : 1 


From your much obliged, and 
devoted, Miniſter in Chriſt. 
H. VENN. 
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The Wiſdom from above, is firſt pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, and eaſy to be intreated: Full of Mercy, 
and of good Fruits, without Partiality, and without 


Hypocriſy. 


N this Day, a Day moſt conſpicuous in our Annals 
for God's repeated Interpoſition to preſerve our moſt 
endangered Liberties and Faith------- on this Day, 
N * wg which will be ever memorable in Britain, for the 
INN? perfect Diſcovery of the true Temper and Spirit 
of Popery; it will prove a becomingEmployment of our Thoughts, 
to take ſuch a View as the Limits of a fingle Diſcourſe will 

admit, of the perfect Contrariety, which Popery bears to the 
Religion of Jeſus the Son of God, eſtabliſhed in this free and 
happy Land. A Scripture more adapted than my Text to ſerve 
this Purpoſe, we need not ſeek; ſince in this we have a clear 
Account of the Origin, the Temper and Genius of Chriſtianity, 
from St. James the Leſs, an inſpired Penman, and one who faw 
it live and breathe without Spot or Blemiſh in its divine Au- 
thor; and therefore on both theſe Accounts, was fully qualified 
to deliver down a perfect Delineation of it, to all Ages. 

T ſhall briefly conſider each Particular, here mentioned by 
the Apoſtle, which makes up the Beauty of Chriſtianity, and place 
before you as I paſs on, that deformed and odious Part of Popery 
which ſtands in direct Oppoſition to it. 

I. The firſt Particular we ſhould expect to find in an Account 
of Chriſtianity, is its Origin and Extraction. This the Apoſtle 
teaches us, is infinitely Honourable, and full of Glory. It de- 
rives not its Birth from any Diſcoveries made throug'? the 
Light of Nature, it is nothing beholden to the Re-ſearches of 
the moſt refined Philoſophy, to Councils or Synods, though of 
the moſt early Age, or revered Character. Even the moſt nobly 
diſtinguiſhed of human Beings, Prophets and Apoſtles themſelves, 
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can 


fa] 


can lay no Claim to any Part of it, as Matter of their own In- 


vention-====>for the Prophecy came not in old Time by the Will 
of Man, but Holy Men of Gop ſpake as they were moved 


by the Holy Ghoſt. 2. Pet. 1. 21. Totally ſeparate from every 
human Mirture, the unrivalled Glory Chriſtianity is, that it 
is Wiſdom from above. Every Doctrine, Precept, Promiſe, and 
Threatning, wat given by Inſpiration of GOD. 2. Tim. 3. 16. 
and is Part of that Eternal Wiſdom which governs all Things 
in Heaven and in Earth. As the genial Warmth which ripens 


all the Fruits of our lower World, is tranſmitted from the Sun 


in the Firmament, ſo does every Truth and Doctrine of Chrit- 
tianity, proceed from the Sun of Righteouſneſs, Chriſt Jeſus, the 
Day-Spring from on high (as he is called) Luke 1. 78. 79. Who 
through the tender Mercy of our GOD, bath viſited us, ta give 
us Light, and guide our Feet into the Way of Peace. : 

But now examine, the Origin and Extraction of ohy, 3 
Behold her, drawing the very firſt Breath of her infant Life, 
and all her increaſing Strength, from the raſh Grants of earthly 
Princes, the Decrees of Councils, and the Definitions of Popes, 
--------Claiming as her Bulwark the Authority of the Church, 
and going about to eſtabliſh all her abominable Innovations 
in Doctrine and Worſhip, by the unwarrantable Aſſertions of 
erroneous Men. Behold her, poring over the Page of the un- 
certain Annaliſt, and extorting from the Fathers, i. e. mere 
fallible Men, a Vote in her Intereſt, when with all readineſs 
ſhe ſhould make her Appeal to the written Record which came 
down from Heaven, and bring forth the over-ruling Verdict of 
the Wiſdom that is from above. jo 

But how can Popery poſſibly do this, when the Doctrines ſhe 
maintains in Oppoſition to the Reformed Churches, do oppoſe 
and overthrow that very Wiſdom. For inſtance, our only Lord 
and Maſter, careful above all Things to mortify a ſelfiſh proud 
Spirit, and make both every Church and every Individual, in 
Honour prefer each other above itſelf: Our Lord ſaid again 
and again, Whoſgever exalteth himſelf ſhall be abaſed, and he that 
bambleth himſelf ſhall be exalted.-------Popery trampling upon this 


favourite 


[37 3 
favourite Direction, gives the Church of Rome *© the “ Title 
« of Mother and Miſtreſs of all Churches, the Biſhop of Rome, 
« the Name of the Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt. She authorizes ſome- 
times, it is faid, the Pope alone, at others the Pope and the 
Church together, to aſſume that heaven-daring Title, of In- 
fallible. Thus as the Apoftle St. Paul | HOY Sitting as 
. 


GOD in the Temple of GOD. 2. Th 


; 

In like Manner contradicting the Second Commandment, which 
abſolutely forbids us to wore or bow down 'to any Thing which 
by Nature is not GOD; and oppoſing the plaineſt Declarations 
of Scripture that we have only one Mediator, able to fave to 
to the uttermoſt, all that come to GOD by him, + jeemg he 
ever-liveth to make Intercgſion: Popery decrees © that Saints 
c reigning together with Chrift are to be prayed unto, and their 
% Reliques had in Veneration.” F She has furniſhed her Peo- 
ple in Conſequence of this, with a vaſt Number of inferior and 
ſecondary Mediators, inſtantly to be applied to in every Exigence, 
and for Deliverance from each difaſtrous Accident; till by this 
Means, in Popiſh Countries, as in the Pagan World, the Creature 
is ſerved more than the Creator, GOD bleſſed for ever; and the 
Streams of Man's Affrance & and Love diverted from him, to the 
helpleſs perhaps utterly fabulous Saint. And to add here onl 
one Inſtance more of the Contrariety Popery bears to the wit. 
dom from above.------Fhe one teaches us expreſſly J that eat- 
ing the. material Fleſh of Chrift profiteth ——_ that in 
the Sacrament it is Bread which we eat, and Wine which 
we drink. And * * that by the offering of himfelf once for all, 


Chriſt perfected for ever them that are ſanctified. -In direct 
Oppoſition 
* Art. 23. + Heb. 7. 25, | — } Art. 19. 


One of the moſt frequent Sayings in the Mouth of the Devout amongſt the 
Papiſts abroad, is this, taken originally from a Sermon of Bernard's; in all Tempta- 
tions Diſtreſs and Danger, when you fee] yourſelf ſinking into the Depths of 
Deſpair ; Reſpice Stellam, Voca Mariam.-------Look up to the Star of Heaven, call 
upon Mary, ſays Popery. Call upon me in Trouble, faith the Lord GOD, 
ſo will I hear thee, and thou ſhalt glorifie me,------ * J John 6. 63. 
| 1 Cor. 11. 26. © * Heb. 10. 14 
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Oppoſition to all this, the other, i. e. Popery, © declares that in 
« the Maſs is offered unto God, a true, proper, and propritia- 
* tory Sacrifice, for the Quick and Dead, and that in the moſt 
« Holy Sacrament of the Euchariſt, there is truly, really, and 
« ſubſtantially, the Body and Blood, together with the Soul and 


Divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and that there is a Change 


« made of the whole Subſtance of Bread into the Body, and of 
* the whole Subſtance of Wine into the Blood, which Change 
« Popery calls Tranſubſtantiation.” e 

Each of theſe Articles, ſo far from having any Title to that 
moſt venerable Character, Wiſdom from above, muſt be placed 
amongſt the groſſeſt Abſurdities that ever tried the Credulity of 
Man, and attempted the Maſtery of his reaſonable Mind. They 
are the baſe-born Offspring of Craft, Intereſt and Ambition, 
practiſing upon the Ignorant and Enſlaved. Theſe Doctrines are 
ſo far from receiving any Countenance in the Oracles of that 
Wiſdom which is from above, that Popery under a conſciouſ- 
neſs of this, requires 4 all her Prieſts and every Teacher, and 
every one honoured with any Degree in her Univerſities, i. e. 
thoſe who are to govern the Multitude, to acknowledge by 
ſolemn Subſcription, © it belongs to Mother Church, to judge 


* of the true Senſe, and Intepretation of Scripture, and moſt 


« firmly to embrace the Traditions and Obſervances of the 
« ſame.” I i. e. inſtead of being conſtantly determined in all 
Points of Doctrine and Practice, by the Words of the Lord, 
which are true and righteous altogether; & Popery requires her 
People to ſee Scripture only through SpeQtacles of her own 
making, deeply tinctured in the Dye of her own Prejudices, 
which like the Traditions of the Scribes and Phariſees, make the 
Commandment of GOD of none Effect. 

2. Beſides this utmoſt Oppoſition between the Extraction of Chriſ- 
tianity and Popery, the ſame Contrariety reigns in their Nature 
and Temper. The Wiſdom from above is firſt Pure. The 


original 


T Art 1 + Art. 13. 14. + Art. 13. 14. $ Pſ. 19. v. 9. 
Leigh's Critica Sacra. | ; 


E 
original Aim and Deſign for which GOD has revealed it, is 
expreſſly declared to be no other than this, to purifie to him- 
ſelf a peculiar People, zealous of good Works. And how 
compleat and extenſive is that Purity, the Wiſdom from above 
beſtows on all who receive and are governed by it? It firſt acquits 
and diſcharges them from the Guilt which otherwiſe would be im- 
puted and avenged on their Souls,-----and in this View is called in 


in all the Inſtances of Holy Obedience, and on this Account is 
called the Truth which ſanctifieth, and by Degrees it works out 
the evil and corrupt Inclinations, implanting thoſe which are hea- 
venly and divine, therefore its mighty Power to effect the inward 
and thorough Sanctification of the Soul, is thus ſet forth.------ The 
Lord whom ye ſeek ſhall come to his Temple, but who ſhall fland 
when he apfpeareth? for he is like a Refiner's Fire, and hke Ful- 
lers Sope. I i. e. to purifie the Thoughts and Intents of the 
Heart from the leaſt allowed Guile or indulged Inclination 
to Sin. | | 

It is too true, alas! this Wiſdom from the beginning, was 
wreſted to miniſter Encouragement to Sin, by the Nicolatians, 
the Gnoftics, and ancient Heretics. Tis too true, we ſee theſe 
abominable Errors revived in the Antinomians of our own Times; 
yet notwithſtanding their diabolical Perverfions, the Wiſdom 
from above, as it ſtands uncorrupt in the Book of GOD, 
breathes a Spirit of unſpotted Purity. doth not more fre- 
quently, or more earneſtly inculcate the Power, and Glory, and 
all- ſufficient Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, to ſave them that obey 
him, than the moſt vehement Abhorrence of all Sin. Its Holy 
transforming Influence on thoſe who receive it, is emphatically 


thus declared.,------ We all beholding as in a Glaſs the Oy, 
| | x (9) 


11 3 Bb + 2 Cor. 5. 19- t John 17. 17. 
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1 
of the Lord, are changed into the fame Image from Glory to 
Glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. * 

Now examine the Nature of Popery in thoſe Doctrines for 


departing from which, ſhe cuts off all the Reformed Churches, 
from her Communion. Are theſe Pure? do they not rather 


evidently tend to the Prejudice and Hindrance of Purity? nay 


to footh and embolden Men in their Sinful Ways? Popery 
maintains + that there is a Purgatory, and that the Souls there 
detained, are relieved by the Suftrages of the Faithful.------That 
the Power of Indulgencies was left by Chriſt in the Church, 
and that the Uſe of them is very beneficial to Chriſtian Peo- 
ple.- That Attrition, or the mere Sorrow for Sin through 
dread of Puniſhment, (a Sorrow like that which a Felon feels, 
when for his evil Deeds, Sentence is going to be paſt) will pro- 
cure Pardon, if Confeſſion is made to a Prieſt and his Abſolution 


obtained. 


What Doctrines can be imagined more pernicious than theſe, 
in their natural Tendency, to practical Holineſs, and all vital 
Religion? Is it to be expected any one will offer Violence to 
himſelf, and painfully contend for Victory over thoſe Luſts, 
which run as it were in his Blood, when he is taught he ſhall 
ſuffer for the Indulgence of them only a Time in Purgatory, 
from whence the Suffrages of the Faithful, may ſpeedily deliver 
him? Is not this to put in the Place of the Damnation of Hell, 
the Sanction of GOD's moſt Holy Law, (which, yet in num- 
berleſs Caſes too feebly reſtrains,) a Penalty infinitely leſs awful ? 
In ſhort, is it not to make the Penalty of Sin, juſt what every 
one pleaſes to ſancy for himſelf, & and of Couric to leave Men 


without 

* 2 Cor. 3. 18. + Art. 19. 1 Art. 20. 
C This is not ſaid without ſufficient Warrant, as will appear from the follow 
ing remarkable Aſſertion of Bellarmine. In Purgatorio quoque, Acerbitatis 


Vehementia faciat, ut debitum viginti Millium Annorum, Annis 200, vel 490, 
expiari queat. i. e. And vrhen you are in Purzatory, the Vehemence of the 
Pain may be ſuch, as to make a Debt to the Juſtice of GOD, which ſhould 
ſeem to require twenty Thouſand Years of Sufsring, aton:d for in the Space 
of three or four Hundred. 


LE 


without any ſufficient Dread of Evil, to make them flee from Sin, 


as from the Face of Deſtruction? 

The Doctrine of Indulgences, though not now abuſed to that 
intolerable Degre, as it was before Luther, the immortal Enemy 
of Popith Pardons, expoſed their ſhameful Proſtitution, is 
ſtill calculated, to lead Men to depend on the Virtue of a Pope's 
Pardon, as a Diſpenſation to excuſe them, from going through 
the tedious and irkſome Work, of bringing forth Fruits, meet for 
Repentance. That in this dreadfully licentious Manner, the 
Doctrine is taught, you may learn from the following Inſtance. 
Cajetan, co-temporary with Luther, and one of the ſoundeſt of 
the Popiſh Commentators on Scripture, was of Opinion, That 
Men ſhould ſo embrace the Pardon of Popes, that they neg- 
lect not (to ſpeak in their unſcriptural Style) ſatisfactory Works, 
which if neglected through Confidence in thoſe Pardons, ſome 


. Divines, ſays Cajetan, hold ſuch Pardons cannot profit them.---- 
Now oblerve-------- Quæ Sententia (ſays Bellarmine) utilis eſt 
& Pia, ſed non certa, fortaſſe non vera.------ De Indulg. Lib. 1. 


i. e. this Opinion is both pious and profitable in Practice, but 
not certain, perhaps not true.----In other Words, Men are to de- 
pend on the Sufficiency of the Pope's Pardon and Indulgence, 
though they are not careful to bring forth Fruits meet for Re- 
pentance. What is capable of looting the Bands of Holineſs, 
more than this Doctrine, I am at a loſs to conceive? unleſs 
what follows: That Sorrow for Sin through Dread of Puniſhment, 
without any Thing of a broken and contrite Heart, is ſufficient 
to obtain Pardon through the Abſolution of a Prieſt, for 
how can even the Neceility of true Repentance, enter into a 
Mind, prepoſſed and full with the Notion, that a few ſuperficial 
Pangs, preſſed out by Terror, juſt painful enough to make Prieſtly 
Abſolution be procured, are ſutiicient together, to put away Sin? 
can a more likely device be invented to make preſumptuous Sin- 
ners ſtill more ſo, and Men. of all Complexions lightly eſteem 
inward univerſal Renovation of Mind, the Repentance alone 
never to be repented of? | 


3. The 
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3. The Apoſtle further unveils the lovely Temper of the 
Wiſdom that is from above, by declaring it is peaceable, gentle, 
eaſy to be intreated. Though it inſpires every Heart which re- 
ceives it, with an invincible Love to the Purity and Power of 
GOP's Truth, ſo as to ſacrifice even Life itſelf, rather than 
deny or difſemble it :- Yet. is all this without Wrath or 


Bitterneſs, without any Inclination to dictate or to ſtrive.----- 
It makes Peace defired before all Things, but Truth, the plain 
fundamental Truth of GOD's Word,----ſo gentle is its Diſ- 
poſition as to bear unreaſonable Contradiction, perſonal Affronts, 
and even ſubſtantial Injuries, without ſeeking to avenge itſelf. 
And when theſe Injuries are carried to ſuch Height, or repeated 
ſo often that a Breach becomes unavoidable for a Time : The 
Wiſdom from above is ſoft. and yielding, willing to recede from 
its full Rights of Satisfaction and Amendment, and glad to em- 
brace the firſt ſincere Overtures of Reconciliation. 

But which of theſe lovely Features will you find in Popery ? 
Is Peaceable, in any Senſe to be applied to her, who for ſo 
many Ages, has. proved a reſtleſs Diſturber of States, and King- 
doms? Who is branded by Hiſtory the moſt authentic, as active 
to embroil and even to. ſtir up Rebellion? only to gratify her 
Luſt of forbidden Power, or avenge her Quarrel againſt ſome Po- 
tentate, daring to claim that Independency, which all Law, civil 
and divine, confirm to him. * 

Has Gentleneſs any Share in her Spirit, who the Moment you 
dare bclieve the plaineſt Scriptures, in Preference to her vain 
Traditions, thunders out againſt you her dreadful Anathemas, 
laying to your Charge the Crime of an heretical and damnable 
Revolt from the only Church, of GOD? + Or can ſhe be ſaid 


to 


* 'Thus after our Great Elizabeth, was found inflexible to their mild Attempts 
to reconcile her to the See of Rome, the Bull of Pope Pius the 5th, appears 
in the World, ſhewing what Manner of Spirit, Popery is of.------Volumus & 
jubemus, ut adverſus Elizabetham, ſubditi arma capeſſant. It is our Will and 
Command, that all- the Subjects of Elizabeth take up Arms againſt her. 


+ Thuanus, repreſenting the Principles. on which the Confpirators in the 8 
. ot, 


[9] 
to be eaſy intreated, who never gave up the leaſt Degree of 


uſurped Dominion, or palpable Error, though unable to anſwer 
the loud repeated Calls upon her, to do both. 


4. It is an illuſtrious Property of the Wiſdom from above 


to be full of Mercy,------ ſhewing all Meekneſs and Compaſſion, 
to thoſe who are confeſſedly defiled with groſſeſt Errors: Wait- 
ing and praying that GOD would give them Repentance to the 
Acknowledgment of the Truth: And where all Eſſentials are 


practically improved, to. paſs a Judgment concerning the Safety 


of their State, no leſs favourable than on its own, though there 
may be ſtill Differences in Points of leſs Moment. But Light 
and Darknefs, are not more oppoſite than Popery and Mercy.---- 
So fierce and wrathful is her Nature, that Princes even of her 
own Communion, for their Reluctance in extirpating their Pro- 
teſtant Subjects, have been depoſed, and murdered, No Means 
ſhe ſcruples to convert the Gain-ſayer, or conſume the Heretic. 


Where the Civil Power cannot or will not deſtroy, there Holy 


Wars are raiſed, Plots and Maſſacres contrived, and whole Na- 
tions appointed to Death, as Sheep for the Slaughter. 

To judge how void Popery is of Mercy,-----vilit an Inquiſi- 
tion, and attend the Proceſs of that Holy Court. Behold! a 
Creature made originally in the Image of GOD, redeemed by 
the precious Blood of Chriſt, the charge of Angels, perhaps an 
Heir of Glory :------Behold! him tortured with all the Art of 
improved Barbarity: His Agonies continued, raiſed to the ut- 


moiſt Height he can poſſibly ſuſtain, without eluding through 


Loſs of Senſe, the Cruelty of his Tormentors.------ And all this 
excruciating. Puniſhment inflicted, only for an unwary Word, or 
| | D | alt 


Plot, juſtified their Attempt, ſays it was upon this Maxim, "Qui Religionem 


Romanam deſerit, Diris illum, devorari, abdicari, proſcribi. Lib. 135. 


u 
And again. Sic autem & Theologis ſuis difſerebatur.-------Regem deponere,, 


regna concedere, penes ſupremum Eccleſiæ Judicem elile.-------Atqui Hereticos 
Omnes ipſo jure, in Coena Dominica, & Pontifice Excommunicari, idque locum 
habere, non ſolum in Heæreticis Profeſſis, ſed etiam Oceultis.------Ita ad facinus, 
non ſolum licitum & laudabile, verum etiam Meritorium & Theologis ſuis 
auctoritati acceſſerunt. | 
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an indiſcreet Expreſſion, & for Crimes laid againſt him by unknown, 


unſuſpected Accuſers, before the Holy Tribunal, and often 
plundered of all his Subſtance, if not murdered, whether he 
confeſs, or whether he deny the Charge.---------Would you 
judge how void of Mercy Popery is, aſk thoſe Spirits of the 
Juſt, now made perfect, thoſe immortal Examples of Chriſtian 
Fortitude, who gave their Bodies to be burnt, in Mary's bloody 
Reign.----- Aſk them, and they will tell you, the Offers even 
of her tender Mercy, were cruel.-------Aſk them and they will 
tell you, how vain it was, to urge all their Primitive and Apoſ- 
tolick Faith, their unreſerved Subjection to the Scripture Creed, 
the Purity of their Manners, the Peaceableneſs of their Lives.---- 
Nothing, nothing, but Blood, could expiate the dire Offence, of 
diſputing the Decrees and Decifions of Popery. 

Would you ſtill more ſtrongly feel how void of Mercy Po- 
pery is,------attentively ſurvey the whole of that horrid Con- 
ſpiracy, our National Deliverance from which, we this Day 
celebrate.------Whether you conſider the Cruelty of the Deſign, 
or 'the moſt- tragical Conſequences certain to follow the Execu- 
tion of it, you will ſee it ſtands marked out, as a Maſter-piece 
of that Wiſdom which is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh,------whieh 
was able to contrive a Scheme at once to extirpate all Hereſy 
from the Land, and terrify its Abettors. Was the ſweet Voice 
of Mercy, liſtened to, for a Moment? when that Plot was fixed, 
which without a Poſſibility of Repentance, was to diſpatch into 


Eternity, more than fix Hundred Souls, the King, the Prince, 


the whole People Repreſentative, at the very Time they were 


believed by them to be in a State of Damnation, accurſed He- 


reticks. What but an utter Extinction even of the common 


Feelings of Humanity, could porn Men to engage in ſuch an 
ar was this infernal Attempt from 


meeting with due Abhorrence at Rome, that two of the 
| « 'Traitors 


Ser Mr. Bowers's Account of the Reaſon of his leaving the Inquiſition at 
Macerata. | 


1 


& Traitors * were afterwards preferred in the Pope's own Court, 


“ and two others, executed for it | are inſerted in the Jeſuits 
« Catalogue of Engliſh Martyrs, one of them is invoked amongſt 
« the interceding Saints, and the Straw, on which the Body of 
« the other lay, is valued, as a Relique of great Price.” + 
And as a Proof, that it is ſcarce poſſible for Popery to conſiſt 
with a mercifu] Temper and Spirit towards thoſe that differ from 
her, even the beſt Minds and the moſt ſhining Characters that 
ever adorned her Communion (ſuch as Petruchi, Paſcal, 
Nicole, Fenelon,) Names not to be mentioned without great 
Degrees of Reverence and Love, even theſe, excellent as they 
were, yet blinded by their Submiſſion to the Church as infalli- 


ble, never hint their Abhorrence of, or indirectly aim at in- 


fpiring Men with Deteſtation of Perſecution for Conſcience 
Sake.----=-Chriſtiaa, Queen of Sweden, & bred a Proteſtant, and 
Thuanus the unbiaſs'd Hiſtorian, ¶ ſtand ſingular, one may fay, 
amongſt the Members of the Popiſh Church, for leaving any 
kind of Teſtimony againſt her cruel blood-thirſty Spirit. 

The Wiſdom from above is full of good Fruits, no leſs 
than full of Mercy.------It impregnates the Heart with ſted- 
faſt Priciples of Honeſty, Sincerity, and Truth, in order to 
ſecure the great Ends for which G OD ordained Bufineſs amongſt 
Men, and gathered them into Socicitcs.-----It makes good Pa- 
rents, amiable and generous Maſters, dutiful Children, and Ser- 
vants ſtrictly conſcientious. Thus healing the Diſorders and 
ſhutting out the various Evils, which otherwiſe vex and imbitter 
human Life. And whilſt it is producing iuch good Fruits, the 
Excellency of Chriſtian Faith is felt, and Men have reaſon to glo- 

rify GOD on its Account. 
The Fruits of Popery on the contrary, redound neither to the 
good of Men, nor to the Glory of GOD. What Profit can ariſe 


either 
* Gerard alias Everard, and Greenwell alias Feſmond. + Hall, 
alias Oldcorn, and Garnet. + Dean Stanhope,------ Sermon on the 
Day. $ Bayle's Life latter End. Speaking of the 


Poder Plot, that excc!l:nt Writer is bold enough to call it, Horrendam Con- 


e contra Magnæ Britanniæ Regem, inſitam: And again,-----Hunc exitum 


1abuit Conjuratio, Omnium, quæ noſtri & Priſci ri temporibus N 8 


conſilio, audaciad, immanitate, maxime admiranda.. 
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either to the one, or the other, from deſerting the neceſſary Sta- 
tions of Life, which GOD deſigned ſhould be filled up with 
all conſcientous Regard to his Law, and burying our Gifts like 
the Sepulchral Lamps, in Silence and Concealment? What 
Profit to either from gaſhing and flaying the Body with Scourges 
or with Girdles, armed with Rowells and ſharp Tags : * from 
ridiculous Pennances for Sin,-----or Pilgrimages to viſit Shrines 
and Images of Saints magnified in fabulous Legends, as Workers 
of many Miracles, from making Diſtinction of Meats, and 
abſtaining from them, which GOD hath appointed to be re- 
ceived with Thankſgiving, and from Doctrines of Devils for- 
bidding to marry. | 1 5 
Nay even worſe than theſe are the Fruits of Popery, ſhe has 
turned the lowly, ſimple Religion of Chriſt, into a Scheme of 
Worldly Grandeur, of Lordly ,and imperial Power, has ſo per- 
verted the whale Form of the Revelation of GOD, as to make 
it an object of Contempt to Men of Thought and Judgment, 
who are led rather to follow as the fitter Guide, their own Rea- 
fon, and common Senſe, than Holy Mother Church, and to 
conclude it, far leſs Reproach to deny that GOD made any 
Revelation at all, than one full of nauſeous Pageantry, and pal- 
e Superſtition,------of no Defign but to aggrandize the 
ieſthood, and make them more than Lords over GOD's 
Heritage. HY 
Hence Viret tells us, that Deiſm firſt made its Appearance 
in Italy, the very Spot immediately ſubject to the Roman Biſhop, 
and from thence imported it goeth about our Kingdom flaying 
the Souls of Men. : : 3 


* Who can without pungent Commiſeration, behold that Prodigy of Memory, 
as Mr. Locke calls him, that Man of ſuch extraordinary Parts, and more extra- 
ordinary Worth, Mr. Paſcal, born down by the Superſtition of Popery, - 
and to the Day of his Death, inflicting this pious Grackey on his own Fleſh, 
of wearing a ſharp-pointed Iron Girdle, about his Loins,------and when any idle 
Thought came into his Mind, inſtead of adrefling himſelf to GOD, to remove 
Thoughts which were without underſtanding, he would give himſelf Blows with 
his Elbow, to make the pricking of his Girdle more painful. Paſcal's Life. 


ſug ] 


6. The Wiſdom from above is without Partiality, the 
original Word ædi,α,jwg s ſignifies without judging, i. e. 
condemning, where G OD doth not condemn,-----but in direct 


Violation of this Property, it is the invariable never-ceafing 
Practice of Popery, amongſt all People and Nations, to declare 
there is no Salvation for any Proteſtant, that her Church is 
the Ark of G0 D,-----that unleſs all her corrupt Innovations 


and idolatrous Uſages are received, you can poſſeſs no Degree of 


Chriſtian Faith, Hope, or Love.-----You muſt die an Heretic, 
and become a Caſt-away. From this daring Invaſion of GOD's 
Prerogative, Popery derives no ſmall Advantage; ever urging. it 
as what ought in common Prudence and Intereſt to turn the Point 


in her Favour, and make you her Proſelyte, that Proteſtant 


Churches do allow Salvation poſſible, within the Pale of the 
Church of Rome, whereas ſhe peremptorily denies it is to any of 
their Communion, 1. e. becauſe Proteſtants dare not deny the 
Grace of GOD to be what it is, wherever they ſee it, or that 
he is able to preſerve a Man from mortal Infection, even in a 
Peſt-Houſe ; whilſt Papiſts are impudent enough to mono- 

lize as it were to themſelves, the whole Mercy of GOD.------ 

herefore it is ſafer to be with them, than with us: One 
would think on the contrary, there need no other Argument than 
this, to 'prove to any Man who can but look into Scripture, that 
the moſt benevolent Religion of the two, muſt be the Chriſtian. 

Laſtly, The Wiſdom from above is without Hypocriſy. It 
makes the Heart fincerely correſpond with the Tongue, and 
feels no leſs inward Reverence and Love to GOD, than it out- 
wardly makes Profeſſion of. The contrary of this is in the true 


Character of Popery.----- Inſtead of a Spiritual Heart-enlivened 


Worſhip, her Worſhip is gaudy, external, oſtentatious,-----of- 
fered up in a Language not underſtood, by the People, and 
therefore cannot be attended with any Light or Affection, 
Inſtead of effectual fervent Prayer, it is a vain babbling, running 
over an an Ave-Mary, ten, twenty, thirty Times together, with 
a Pater-noſter now and then intermixed,. as if Number 


was to make up for want of Spirit, or that if the Tongue was 
| WY 1 
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buſied in uttering Sounds of Devotion, GOD paid little Regard 
to the Diſpoſition of the Heart. 

But the Hypocriſy of Popery, diſcovers itſelf above all, in pre- 
tending to Honour the Name, and act only in the Authority of 
the Lord Jeſus Chritt,------ when in Fact ſhe uſurps every Office 
he bears towards his Church, and robs him of his mediato- 
rial Glory. To prove this Charge, it is ſufficient to make the 
following Remarks:------ 

It is the Glory of the Church of Chriſt, that ſhe was pur- 
chaſed by his own Blood,----- that he is made of GOD unto 
her Righteouſneſs, having by his Obedience and Sufferings 
unto Death, ſatisfied the Law, and redeemed them that believe, 
from the Curſe, being made a Curſe for them,----- which Death 
and Sacrifice retain an everlaſting Virtue to cleanſe every ſinful 
Soul, which makes Application to him by Repentance and Faith, 
from: all Unrighteouſneſs, and beſides this, nothing in Heaven above, 
or Earth beneath, can take away the leaſt Sin. Now Popery 
moſt facrilegioufly invades this Prieſtly Office of the Redeemer, 
by aſcribing Pardon of Sin to the Power of the Pope, to the Merit 
of good Works: Purification from Sin, to the Virtue of Pur- 
gatory Fire: And by giving blaſphemous Titles of Honour to 
the Bleſſed Virgin in her Litanie. * 

Again, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the All- perfect 7 eacher of his 
Church, in whom are hid all the Treaſures + of Wiſdom and 
Knowledge, for the Illumination and Guidance of his Diſciples.--- 
| Accordingly he expreſſly tells us, the Words which I ſpeak, they 

are Spirit and they are Life. F The Words that I wy we 
tne 


* The Papiſts conſtantly al upon her, under theſe Characters, which 2 are as 
high, and divine, as any that can be gwen to the Son of GOD.------ 
Salus Infirmorum. 
* ua Cœlorum. 
1 nes * 


Thou 8 of the Helpleſs. 
| Thou Gates of Heaven.. 
Thou Refuge of Sinners. 
4 Col: 2. 3. + John 6. 63. 
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the fame ſhall judge him in the laſt Day.“ But Popery 
ſets all his Teachings aſide, - -not even ſuffering his Words to 
be entruſted with her People,----- impoſing upon them her own 
Superſtitions and Errors, inſtead of his Life-giving Truths,----- 
And though they were originally preached to the Poor, and pub- 
liſhed with particular regard to their Neceſſities, (ſince GOD 
hath choſen the + Poor rich in Faith, and Heirs of the Kingdom) 
Popery locks them up, leaſt the familiar Knowledge of them ſhould 
breed, ſhe ſays, Contempt towards them, and multiply Hereſies. 

Further, tis the indefeaſible Right of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to 
require from all, abſolute Obedience to all his Laws, and Doc- 
trines.------But this, like the reſt, Popery excludes him from, 
by the pretended Infallibility of the Church, and by exacting a 
Subjection to her own Decrees, in Terms the moſt abje&t and 
ſervile; in Terms the moſt reproachful to thoſe, who ought ever 
in Underſtanding to be Men, I and with the moſt laudable Indig- 
nation, to refuſe to call any Man, or any Body of Men, Maſter. 


The Subjection Popery requires is thus expreſſed, in her 24th 
Article. I do alſo without the leaſt Doubt receiye and pro- 


« feſs all other Things, which have been delivered, defined, and 


declared by the ſacred Canons and Oecumenical Councils, and 


« eſpecially by the Holy Synod of Trent, and all Things contrary 


« thereunto, and all Hereſies whatſoever, condemned, rejected, and 


« anathematized; I do likewiſe condemn, reject, and anathematize, 


« and promiſe to do fo, to the end of my Life.” 
Now, I lay, by this moſt blind and implicit Subjection, Chriſt is 
effectually deſpoiled of his Kingdom and his Throne here be- 
tow.-----for in vain do you bring his Deciſian, in any Point of 
Doctrine, or his Command, in any Point of Practice, Popery 
has ſecured already to herſelf, a deſpotic Power to interpret both 
away. Though the Senſe of his Words in a diſputed Point 
between her and her Adverfaries, is plain and clear as the Sun, 
all their Meaning vaniſhes at once, before the Judgment of the 
| Church, 


* John 12. 48. + James 2. 4 7 1 Cor. 14. 296 
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Church, the Authority of Councils, and the Conſent of Fa- 
Now, what but the moſt refined, yet malignant Hypocriſy, is 
this, for Popery, to aſſume the Name of the One, Holy, Catho- 


lit, and Apoſtolic Church of Cbriſt, to have Temples filled 


with Images of Chriſt, and the Heads of her Streets, with his 
Crofles, for a Shew of outward Honour, when at the very 
ſame Time, ſhe actually excludes him, from all the Rights of 
his Government, and regards his Words, as nothing, in Com- 
pariſon of her own Decrees? What deep laid Artifice! to Ho- 
nour Chriſt with the ſounding Titles of Prophet, Prieſt, and King; 
whilſt in Fact, ſhe allows him not, to execute the Office, eſſen- 
tially belonging, to any one of thoſe exalted CharaQters.------It 
ſeems impoſſible for Popery, to puſh her execrable Invaſion of 
the Redeemers Glory, a ſingle Step farther, unleſs ſhe was to 


- convene another Holy Synod of Trent, in order to define, and declare, 
that not the Goſpel, but the Canons of the Church, and the 
Decrees of her Councils, ſhall judge the World in the laſt Day. 


Thus have I drawn up a ſhort, plain, and impartial Com- 
pariſon, between the Origin and the Temper of the Religion of 


Jeſus the Son of GOD, and that of Popery.------From which 
it appears, that they ſtand in Terms of Oppoſition to each other, 


as wide, as is poſſible for two Contraries in Nature. The one 


is the perfect Offspring of Heavenly Wiſdom, full of Purity, 
+ Love, and Truth.------The other the baſe-born Invention of 


Men of ſuperſtitious, or afpiring Minds,------in her Nature 


' fierce, heady, high-minded :------ Full of hurtful Fruits: Perſe- 
_ cuting, and Hypocritical.------ | 


The Deſign, with which this Compariſon is made, is haply 
to open the Eyes of ſome of that deluded Multitude, who alas! 
by 


* A glaring Inſtance of this, is the conſtant Reply of Popery, when accuſed 
of witholding the Cup from the Laity in the Sacrament. The Command 
could not be more plain, Drink ye all of this.------But what does that ſignihe ?----- 


Popery defines that all in that Place means only the Prieſt.— And if that will 


not ſatisfie.--—--She further ſays, under the Form of Bread, only, you no, leſs truly 
and really receive every Drop of Chriſt's Blood, than the Prieſts. 
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by the fair Speeches, and confident Promiſes of Popery, have 
been ſ:duced to join her Confederacy. It is made with a De- 
| fign, to maintain and enliven our Conceptions of the ineſtimable 
Bleſſing, we this Day nationally celebrate: Our Deliverance from 
the tyrannous Power of Popery, when at two different Times, 
ſhe was moſt ſanguine in her Hopes, of reducing Britain again, 
under her Yoke. A Yoke no leſs oppreſſive to our matchleſs 
Liberty as Engliſh-men, than to our divine Religion, and Scriptural 
Faitly, as Proteſtant Chriſtians. pe 
May GOD by his Grace and Holy Spirit, make the Com- 
pariſon effectual, to anſwer in ſome Degree its benevolent In- 
tention,. and eſtabliſh us in an invincible Abhorrence of Po- 
pery, on Account of her irreconcileable Oppoſition to the Reli- 
ion of Jeſus.----- And may the fame Almighty Guardian, who 
Fo hitherto preſerved our excellent Church and happy Con- 
ſtitution from the Superſtition, Idolatry, and Uſurpation of Po- 
pery, give us an Underſtanding fully to improve the Benefits 
we enjoy, for Spiritual Life, and Godlineſs. 

By our Knowledge of the Oracles of GOD, to which with- 
out any Comment of Man's deviſing, we may have conſtant Ac- 
| ceſs. By our unreſerved Submiſſion to every Doctrine and 
every Precept of that Wiſdom which is from above,-----and 
by the Transformation of the Spirit of our Minds, into her own 
lovely Image, may we walk worthy of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
after this Manner which the Papiſts count accurſed Hereſy, 
may we Worſhip GOD, whom. alone we will ſerve. By 
this Means and 9 other, our proteſting againſt the abominable 
Corruptions, and Innovations of Popery, will be of real Ule to 
any of us in this World, and infallibly prepare us for a Hea- 
ven of Truth, Purity, and Happineſs in the next, through Jeſus 
Chriſt, our Lord,_ our Lawgiver, and our King. | 
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